
For more information, visit wa.gov.au/medium-density
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Project Initiation
Problem definition | Scoping  

11 peak industry bodies formed the 
Medium Density Advisory Group 

Regular meetings to provide high 
level advice on policy development 
and testing. 

Policy Development
Testing and engagement

Phase 1 Testing Infill Sites - 6 infill sites,   
12 designers, 24 designs with costings 

Phase 2 Proving/Industry Testing - 1 site, 6 designs 
to cost and test feasibility by volume builder 

Phase 3 Develop Building Types - 10 designs 
produced covering triplex, villas, terrace, apartments 

2021 – Stakeholder engagement and   
public consultation 

Phase 4 Refinement - 2 information sessions,   
9 stakeholder workshops, 2 regional workshops, 
554 people, 225 submissions, 4,000 comments.

Industry Testing
8 designers, 16 sites,  
27 designs on greenfield and 
infill lots.

Launch & Implementation
The new Medium Density Code was 
announced in February 2023. 

Current policy settings continue to apply until 
the end of August 2023. 

The new policy will take effect for most 
medium density developments from 
September 2023. 

A further two-year transition period will apply to 
single houses in greenfield developments until 
September 2025 to allow certainty for people 
with existing house and land packages and 
financing arrangements.

Western Australia’s new Medium Density 
Residential Housing Code ensures that good 
design is at the centre of all new residential 
development. A diverse mix of housing in every 
suburb, at all price points for all stages of life.

State Planning Policy 7.3 - Medium Density 
Residential Housing Code (R-Codes Volume 1) 
prioritises:

• more trees and gardens 

• better solar access and ventilation 

• flexible, functional living spaces 

• safe, attractive streetscapes 

• more space for people and less cars. 

In the pursuit of a ‘happy medium’ in residential 
developments, extensive and rigorous design 
testing and local government and industry 
consultation was undertaken to inform and refine 
the policy. 

The policy is the result of three years of 
consultation, research and testing and supports 
the State Government to reduce emissions to meet 
Western Australia’s goal of net zero by 2050.

How did we get here?  
WA has some excellent medium density housing 
dating back 80 years or more – and much of it is in 
our most well-established and prestigious suburbs.  

However, in the past 30 years or so, single storey 
villas have become the dominant infill option – 
small groups of houses and long driveways 
squeezed onto blocks, with little regard for local 
character, attractive streetscapes, energy efficiency 
or lifestyle.  

At the same time, our urban sprawl has become 
unsustainable and our lifestyles have changed 
radically.  

Older people want smaller homes in the 
communities they know; younger people want to 
rent or buy near jobs, entertainment and transport. 
Households now come in all shapes and sizes. 

We are also more environmentally conscious –  
our climate is changing and rising energy costs are 
driving up living costs.  

COVID-19 changed our relationship with our 
homes too. They now double as workplaces, and 
sanctuaries – and we know the importance of 
community connection.  

It all underlines the need for good quality medium 
density housing – and policy settings that demand 
good design and drive innovation.
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